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Nathan Dudley, Principal


Monday, November 13, 2006
Dear Harbor School Parents,

The News

We received some wonderful news today:  New York Harbor School’s proposal to move to Governors Island was accepted by the Governors Island Preservation & Education Corporation! This is the result of a several year attempt to move our school to a waterfront location, where we can truly live our mission of “using New York’s maritime experience to create college preparatory curriculum that focuses on marine science, marine technology, and marine policy.”  We are grateful to have been part of  the turnaround at the Bushwick Campus and look forward to continuing to work with the campus and as we plan for a future that will allow us to fulfill our mission more fully.  
A Unique School in a Special Place

Locating New York Harbor School on Governors Island will offer our students an unparalleled, unprecedented, and unique high school experience by placing students in the heart of the Harbor that serves as the foundation of their studies. A home on Governor’s Island will provide New York Harbor School:

· a sense of ownership of one of New York’s most valuable pieces of property, inspiring pride, community spirit and stewardship in Harbor School students;

· a physical site that exemplifies the school’s core themes of environmental stewardship and sustainability;

· direct access to the water for both people and boats, which is a rarity in New York City;

· a history that provides context and significance to all courses of study, especially social studies;

· meaningful instructional time to improve student achievement;
· accessibility to all students via public transportation.
Why we have to move

At the Bushwick campus, we are farther from the water than almost any school in New York City.  In order to fulfill New York Harbor School’s mission of providing students with meaningful and rigorous marine-based instruction, the school has been advocating for a move to our own waterfront site that doesn’t require the reallocation of precious instructional resources in order to provide students that experience. To continue as the Harbor School, the school must be on New York Harbor, as it was originally designed and intended.

The Opportunities on Governors Island
The island nature of Governors Island would make it a natural fit for our stewardship mission, and we plan to work the concepts and practices of sustainability into every aspect of our program and daily routines.  A home on Governors Island will provide New York Harbor School students endless learning opportunities both on and off shore. In particular, direct access to the water will allow us to strengthen and expand our marine science and marine technology programs and facilitate the integration of our marine-based programs into all curricular areas of the school so that our classrooms extend beyond the schoolhouse walls and out into New York Harbor.

Harbor Students on Governors Island Already

Our students have already experienced Governors Island.  In the summer of 2004, five students worked as paid Junior Rangers for the U.S. Park Service on Governors Island and learned so much about the Island that they were giving tours regarding it history and importance to New York City.  The students were on Governors Island most days throughout that summer.  In the spring of 2006 nine students and three Harbor School chaperones spent the night camping on Governors Island as part of an environmental program sponsored by Cornell University.  Those students all came back enthusiastic about the idea of New York Harbor School moving to Governors Island.
Outreach to Parents

For the last three years we said publicly that we are looking for a waterfront location.  We have announced it at our public meetings and our open houses.  We have also discussed this in our School Leadership Team as well as our Parent Association.  In spring of 2004, the idea of a move to Governors Island was presented to the Parent Association and at that time all the parents seemed very enthusiastic.  We have letters of support for this move from the School Leadership Team, Student Council, Harbor Corps, UFT, and Parent Association.  We have taken tours of the Island with parents who have all commented on and the quietness and safety that the Island is known for. 

Accessibility for all students

Students will have easy access to New York Harbor School on Governors Island via the J, M, Z, 2, 3, 4, 5, N, R, Q, and W train lines, all of which have station stops on or near the southern tip of Manhattan, where the Governors Island ferry terminal is located.  Remember the ride from the ferry terminal to the Island only takes five minutes!
Governors Island Information Meeting: November 30, 2006

I’m looking forward to talking with you further and answering your questions about this move in a parent meeting scheduled for November 30, at 6pm in the Bushwick Campus Auditorium.  We will see you there.
Sincerely,

Nate Dudley

Principal

P.S.  PARENT COORDINATOR HIRING UPDATE

We are gratified to have received over 250 applications for our parent coordinator position.  The Parent Coordinator hiring committee will interview candidates in the next few weeks, and hope to introduce our new Parent Coordinator by the end of November, hopefully at the Governors Island Information Meeting on November 30, 2006.
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