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 Academic Internship Program

Sustainable Development

Course Overview:

Class Meets: Mondays, Fridays, one Tuesday per month

Teacher:  Samuel Janis

Course Credits:  One credit in Economics, One credit in Government

Guest Lecturers:  TBA

Class Field Trips:  Port Authority of NY/NJ, Hunts Point Terminal Market, Maersk Terminal Facility, others TBA

First Semester Project:  Internship Portfolio and Research Paper

Second Semester Project:  Sustainable Development Proposal and Community Board Presentation

Required Texts:  AGS Economics (Marcel Lewinski), English for the World of Work (Carolyn W. Knox),  Ecological Economics (Herman Daly) 

First semester total minimum internship hours required: 126 hours field work

Second semester total minimum internship hours required: 122 hours 


The senior year of high school is a very apt time to begin asking some fundamental questions about the real world; namely, what is it and how does one function within it?   Here the “real world” refers to anything and everything that happens in life after high school:  getting a job, going to college, developing a career, sustaining oneself and a family, and contributing productively to a community, just to name a few.  A young person entering today’s economy has access to a virtually unlimited range of career opportunities, but also faces unprecedented challenges resulting from changes brought on by Globalization, the loss of American manufacturing, and the continuing depletion and degradation of natural capital.  

Sustainable development is a framework to help understand and take advantage of these changes.  From the intimate questions of personal livelihood (“what do you want to be when you grow up”) to the collective process of determining our survival as a species, sustainable development provides a working set of principles and guidelines we can use to plan the kind of world in which we wish to live.  Surprisingly, most of the economic concepts we’ll study are based in physics and the fundamental laws of thermodynamics.

At New York Harbor School, Sustainable Development is an economics and civics course. Course credit will be awarded upon successful completion of the two semester projects and all internship related responsibilities.  The course is concurrent with an 8-hour per week internship placement.  Every two weeks, each intern will hand in an internship timecard, which will serve as the official documentation for all fieldwork, including research.


Sustainable Development coursework will consist of four distinct areas of study:  

· Career Skills, 

· Personal Finance/ Microeconomics, 

· The Global Economy/ Macroeconomics, and 

· Waterfront Development in NYC/ Harbor School LRDP).  

The career skills section of the course will begin with the internship application process.  We’ll discuss and practice all aspects of job seeking and application in the modern world of work.  Students will develop a personal portfolio including a resume, cover letters, personal statement, and other credentials appropriate to a specific field of work.  Through the internship work experience, students will gain an in-depth understanding of a specific professional field and the inner workings of a business or nonprofit organization.  

The Personal Finance section will offer a foundation of practical information for personal economic success.  Students will learn basic microeconomic concepts useful for understanding and managing wages, savings, credit, investments, insurance, and taxes.  With the help of guest speakers and workshops with our local financial institutions, students will develop comprehensive financial literacy leading toward skills in asset building and small business management.

Global Macroeconomics will provide an introduction to the current global and national trends, including corporate Globalization, free trade/ neoliberalism, and emerging alternative systems.  We’ll study several examples of global economic power, including international banking systems, corporate control of natural resources, and labor struggles.  

Lastly and most importantly, the Waterfront Development component is our opportunity to do something practical with the knowledge gained throughout the course.  Beginning in February, students will begin an intensive study of the prospects for sustainable development within various New York City communities, including potential waterfront locations for the Harbor School.   Working in small groups, students will research a specific area of sustainable development, such as housing, health care, agriculture, education, business, and the arts.  After building expertise and focus in their chosen area, students will be charged with developing a proposal including specific recommendations for the City’s long-range development, and presenting this proposal to one of the 52 Community Boards.  

Topics and Essential Questions for Sustainable Development

	September
	Internship and Career Development
	How does one take full advantage of an unpaid internship; service learning vs. career development?

	October
	Microeconomics and Personal Finance
	What is economics; classical vs. ecological?  


	November
	Microeconomics and Personal Finance
	How do you manage personal finance wisely?

	December
	The Changing Economy of

New York City
	How has the New York City economy changed over the last 50 years and how are these changes reflected in the local community?

	January
	Citizenship and Community
	What are the primary civic responsibilities and requirements of citizenship – Is this Democracy or the illusion of participation?

	February
	Global Economy – An Intro to Macroeconomics
	What are the most important changes and trends taking place in the global economy?

	March
	Creating Sustainable Development in NYC
	What is sustainable development and how can the Harbor School’s LRDP and waterfront location serve as a model for sustainable development in NYC?

	April
	The Public Policy Process (Municipal)
	How does the public policy process work on the local, state and national level?  

	May 
	Community Board Proposals
	What are the best ways to get involved and gain influence in the public policy process?

	June
	Internship Closing and Assessment
	What have you learned from the internship experience and sustainable development proposal?  How have perspective on the economy changed
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