Advanced Pl acenent
English Literature and Conposition

Sumer Readi ng Assignnment — 2009

The purpose of this sunmer readi ng assignnent is
personal enjoynment and growth in your know edge of
literature. The Bible and cl assical nythology are two
sources for nost of the literary allusions and
recurring thenes found in the literature of Wstern
civilization. The novels offered on the reading |ist
al l ow you nunerous opportunities for exploration of
literature and will allow you to increase your
famliarity with a nunber of “major works” before the
Advanced Pl acenent Exam nati on.

July: The Bible

Be prepared to discuss all of the foll ow ng people and
events. You are required to take notes on the

foll owi ng people and events, including the chapters in
whi ch they are found. You need not wite in conplete
sentences, since the notes are solely for your own use.
You shoul d use the King Janes version, but feel free to
consult any of the nore nodern translations as an aid
to your understandi ng.

CGenesi s:

1. Creation of the world and manki nd 2. Original
sin 3. Expul sion from Eden 4. Noah 5. Tower of
Babel 6. Abraham and Sarah, Abraham and Hagar,
| shmael , Sarah’s pregnancy 7. Sodom and Gonorrah 8.
Abraham and the sacrifice of |saac 9. Jacob and Esau
10. Joseph and his brothers, Joseph in Egypt, Joseph’s
power

Exodus:

1. Israelites and slaves in Egypt 2. Moses’
birth and early life 3. Mses and Aaron’s



confrontati on wi th Pharaoh 4, The Passover and the
flight from Egypt pursued by soldiers 5. Red Sea to
M. Sinai 6. Ten Conmandnents 7. Aaron and the
Gol den Cal f

Rut h:

1. Ruth’s courageous deci sion 2. Ruth in the
fields of Boaz 3. Ruth becones engaged to Boaz 4.
Rut h t he ancestress of David

Job:

From t he book of Job, | would Iike you to read
t hrough the di scussions so that you have a sense of
what is happening. Pay specific attention to the wager
bet ween God and Satan, Job’s final reply to his three
friends (chapters 29-31), the nature poens (the Lord’s
response to Job), and the epil ogue.

New Test anent :

Read t hrough Matthew and Luke very carefully.
Know why Jesus uses parables and briefly relate four
parabl es. Read the Sernon on the Munt (Mtthew 5-7).
Know about the wal k on water, and Jesus’ conversation
wth Peter. Wat is the mracle of the | oaves and
fishes? Be famliar with the Last supper and with
Jesus’ betrayal by Judas. Wwo is Mary Magdal ene? Who
Is Pontius Pilate? Wo is Barrabas? Read in Luke
about the raising of Lazrus. Relate at |east three of
Jesus’ mracles. Be famliar with the details of the
cruci fixion and the resurrection.

August: d assical Mt hol ogy

Pl ease obtain a copy of Edith Hamlton’s Mt hol ogy at

your local library or bookstore. There are many ot her
nyt hol ogy texts, but hers is probably the nost
conprehensive. | encourage you to buy a copy to keep

as part of your own personal |ibrary.



Take notes as you read, at |east at the end of each
chapter. This will make studying for the test nuch
easi er.

| ntroduction - The Myt hol ogy of the G eeks

Part One - The Gods, Creation, and Earli est
Her oes

Part Two - Stories of Love and Adventure

Part Three - The Great Heroes before the Trojan

Part Four - The Heroes of the Trojan War
Part Five - The Royal House of Thebes

You wi || have a conprehensive test on the readings from
The Bi bl e and Myt hol ogy after school begins in the

fall. For this reason, | encourage you to be thoughtfu

I n your reading and take fairly detail ed notes.

You are also required to read one novel fromthe
approved summer reading |ist (see attached). The

choi ce you nake will not only give you nore choices for
possi bl e use on the AP Exam but coul d al so becone
sources for literary research next spring.

You nust keep a reading |log/dialectic journal for the
novel of your choice. Your entries should include
observation and anal ysis about the characters,
conflict, setting, and literary devices as well as
connections and/ or questions that nmay arise from your
readi ng. Always read for the deeper |evel of

under standi ng, and reflect that nmeaning in your

j ournal .

No “Cliff’s Notes” or other such hel pers should be
used. Journals will be collected on the first Friday
of class. They wll be graded on quality and effort.
Take these entries seriously. Again, your notes should
be conplete, focusing on the characters, plot, theneg,



style, etc. of the novel; you will want to use them on
the witten exam nation in the fall

Remenber, mnimal effort earns mninmal reward.

A good reading log mght be formatted as fol |l ows:

* A page per chapter or at |east two |ines skipped
bef ore di scussi ng the next chapter.

* On the page include:

1. A brief summary of the chapter

2. Aresponse to the chapter. A response is
not a retelling of the plot. It is instead a
di scussi on of significant changes in character, of
synbol i sm of sentences or phrases that strike you as
particularly strong, a discussion of the author’s
style, conparisons to other works you have read, ideas
about thenes, insights to the readi ng, or questions
about the work

3. Alist of vocabulary words that are new to
you. If you sinply list the words and offer no
definition, your vocabulary will not grow. Find out
t he neani ngs of these words and | ook at themagain in
the context of the passages in which they appear.

* |f your novel has short chapters or very few
chapters, decide on the best approach for breaking it
I nt o manageabl e segnents for your reading |log. You
will not be able to use your novel during the witten
exam nation, just your reading log. | encourage you to
be thorough in your work.

Advanced Pl acenent Engli sh
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Lauren Davenport

APPROVED SUMMER READI NG LI ST - 2009

ATWOOD, Margaret Canadian 20th C The Handmaid' s Tal e
BRONTE, Emily British 19th C Withering Heights
CAMUS, Al bert French 20th C The Pl ague

CONRAD, Joseph British 19th C Lord Jim

DI CKENS, Charles British 19th C Geat Expectations
DOSTCEVSKY, Fedor Russian 19th C Crinme and Puni shnment
ELLI SON, Ral ph Anerican 20th C |nvisible Man
FAULKNER, WIliam Anmerican 20th C As | Lay Dying
FLAUBERT, Qustave French 19th C Madane Bovary

GARCI A- MMARQUEZ, G Col onmbian 20th C One Hundred Years
of Solitude

HEM NGWAY, Ernest Anerican 20th C The Sun Al so Ri ses
MELVI LLE, Herman Anerican 19th C Moby Dick
MORRI SON, Toni Anerican 20th C Bel oved

PATON, Al an South African 20th C Cvy, The Bel oved
Country

SILKO, Leslie  Anmerican 20th C Cerenony
TOLSTOY, Leo Russian 19th C Anna Karenina
TWAI N, Mark American 19th C Huckl eberry Finn

WOCLF, Virginia British 20th C To the Lighthouse



Advanced Pl acenent Literature and Conposition
Summer Readi ng Assi gnnent — 2009

Lauren Davenport

St udents who choose to enroll in Advanced Pl acenent
Literature and Conposition should be prepared for the
chal l enge of a college level curriculum The AP Course
Qui de states that the purpose for providing this
opportunity is “so that strong, notivated students can
conpl et e neani ngful el ements of college | evel studies.”
St udents who sign up for the class should be willing to
accept the rigor of a class that will prepare them

coll ege I evel studies and the Advanced Pl acenment exam

I n May.

We, the student and parent(s), acknow edge and support
t he expectations of the Advanced Pl acenent Literature
and Conposition class as well as the sumrer reading
assignnent. W understand that the sumrer reading
journal and notes are a pre-requisite for the course.
In addition, we understand that failure to conplete the
sumrer reading will jeopardize enrollnent in Advanced
Pl acenent Engli sh.

Dat e

Pri nt nane of
st udent




Si gnat ure of
st udent

Si gnat ure of
par ent

Pl ease return this contract to (before or after school)

by
Thank you in advance for your careful preparation for
this cl ass.

Lauren Davenport



